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. PREFATORY ADDRESS. 


HE earneſt wiſhes of a deceaſed friend, 
that his plan might not entirely fall to 


the ground,” joined to the encouragement 


of a near and much reſpected relation, have 
| tempted me to undertake the ſupport of a cauſe 
which has appeared, ſince the death of its great 
Advocate, to be totally abandoned. With a 
heart, I will be bold to ſay, as warmly glow- 
ing on behalf of humanity, as that of the good 
Hanway, although with faculties and influence 
far inferior, I ſtand up the Advocate of op- 


preſſed Innocence. When I have told the 


affecting tale, when I have ſketched out an 
eaſy Plan for their relief, I have done all that 
an Individual, unconneCted with the Legiſla- 
ture of his country, can do. I muſt, at that 
period, ſurrender the glorious taſk of relieving 
the moſt undeſervedly wretched of human be- 
ings, to the hands of thoſe, whole ſtation, at 
the ſame time that it gives them the power, 
charges them with the duty, of ſupporting 
helpleſs innocence, and counteraCting illegal 

A3 oppreſſion, 
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iy PREFATORY ADDRESS. 


oppreſſion. And may that Being, who can 
with leſs than a breath, reduce in an inſtant 
The ſons and daughters of luxury to a ſtate 
even more exquiſitely wretched than that of 
the miſerable creatures for whom I plead, 
grant to my pen thoſe powers of perſuaſion, 
to which, I am conſcious my abilities, ab- 
ſtracted from the cauſe J ſerve, have no title 


J. P. ANDREWS, 
| Brompton, Jan. 1788, 


P. S. Tought not to forget returning grate- 
ful acknowledgements to Mr. Hanway's exe- 
eutors, for their kindneſs in permitting me to 
make uſe of The Copper plates belonging to 
his work. Mr. H. S. Woodfall, Printer of 
The Public Advertiſer, who has, without the 
leaſt gratuity, permitted the letters which ori- 
ginally compoſed this work, to appear, in a 
regular ſucceſſion, in his Paper, pid WW, 
moſt — thanks. 


AN 


HE loſs of the humane Jonas Hanway 
was ſeverely felt by every one of thoſe 
benevolent inſtitutions which this country, in 
preference to all her neighbour nations, can 
boaſt. But one wretched race of unprotected 
beings have infinitely the greateſt cauſe for 
lamentation. By his deceaſe they have loſt a 
ſteady patron, an unwearied friend, whoſe 
diſcerning and compaſſionate eye diſdained 
not to pierce through the horrors of 1 ignorance, 

| obſcurity, 


(6) 

obſcurity, diſeaſe, poverty, rags, and the moſt 
exquilite filthineſs, in order to diſcover and re- 
lieve the oppreſſed and neglected innocent 
beneath them. The humane reader will 
inſtantly conceive that the CHIMNEY-SWEEP- | 
ERS are the unfortunate objects whom I now 
point at. Hanway poſſeſſed, beſides the beſt 
of hearts, an uncommon. power of perſuaſion. 
He had thoroughly ſtudied mankind, - and 
ſometimes by his method of telling the melan- 
choly tale, ſometimes by perſeverance, but 
never failingly at length, by the weight which 
the known excellence of his character gave 
him, he always ſucceeded in his plans for the 
benefit of ſociety. Had he lived another year, 
he would probably have realized his ideas, 
have formed theſe harmleſs and neceſſary, 

though cruelly treated beings, into a regular 
community, and would have given them 
| health, cleanlineſs, and protection. But HE 
IS NO MORE! and this truly beneficent 
ſcheme utterly deſerted. No very large ſum of 
money 1s wanting, but merely enough to ſup- 
ply the coſts of an act of Parliament — a cir- 
45 cumſtance 


3 


-umſlance abſolutely neceſſary towards the 
iccompliſhment of the plan, No! an active, 
zealous friend to what ought to be the general 
cauſe of humanity, one who will revive that 
benevolent ſyſtem which drooped and ſunk 
with Hanway, one who by ſteadily purſuing 
the deſign ſketched out by that friend to his 
ſpecies, and by carrying into Parliament ſuch 
a Bill as may place theſe poor children under 
a legal protection, may ſecure to himſelf the 
bleſſings of every humane heart, and be amply 
rewarded for his pains by the conſciouſneſs of 

having reſtored to the comforts of ſociety hun- 
dreds, who, by no fault of their own, are de- 
voted to unpitied miſery, To excite ſuch a 
protector, ſuch an advocate for the diſtreſſed, 
is the motive for this undertaking. With this 
view I mean to ſtate to the public, in as for- 
cible a manner as my abilities will permit, the 
preſent condition of the moſt truly pitiable 
rank of beings which even a fanciful imagi- 
nation could ſuppoſe to exiſt. That book 
which he, whom I am proud to call my friend, 
publiſhed, will ſupply me with ample mate- 
El a rials, 


| flals, and to the catalogue of thoſe various 
miſeries which the unfortunate chimney- 
ſweepers, by his account, undergo, I can add, 
*tis with horror I ſpeak it, ſome, which poſſi- 
bly never came to his knowledge, or which, 
perhaps, he thought too hideous to be ex- 
: * to the N eye. 


The minleltuncs of thoſe e chil- 
dren,- on whoſe behalf I addreſs the public, 
commence at a very early period in their lives. 
Many of them begin their-courſe of hardſhips 
at five years of age. _ Pariſhes were uſed to 
bind the children of the poor to Chimney 
Sweepers, but to the honor of humanity, there 
is reaſon to believe that this abuſe exiſts in 
very few places, if any. The climbing boys, 
(for this is the technical diſtinction of the claſs 
I ſpeak of) are generally taken from the ille- 
gitimate children of the loweſt kind of people, 
from the vagabond orphans who wander about 
the ſtreets; or; laſtly, from the: numerous fa- 
milies of ſuch parents as will, for twenty or 
thirty ſhillings, confine their hapleſs offsprings 


to 


e 


to danger, diſeaſe and profligacy tor the tm 
of ſeven years. 


It is a ſtrange indulgence tacitly given by our 
laws, that the Maſter Chimney Sweeper, (ge- 


nerally one of the loweſt and moſt brutal and 


ignorant of the creation, ) ſhould be permitted 
to take as many children as apprentices, and at 
as early an age, as he pleaſes, whilſt a weaver 
in Spitalfields is conſmed to a certain number, 
teſt he ſhould breed more young perſons to the 
trade than can be maintained by him, or it. 
In conſequence of this inconſiſtent allowance, 
the ſituation of theſe wretched infants is greatly 
more deplorable than it would otherwiſe be, 
ſince many of the more unprincipled maſters, 
being under no limitations whatever, take ap- 
prentices without end, gain money by letting 
their work out to thoſe who have more cuſto- 
mers than themſelves, and take little care f6r 
the ſuſtenance or cloathing of the poor inno- 
cents whom the law, even ſuppoſing chriſti- 
anity of no weight, ſurely ought to force them 
to treat, at leaſt, with ſome degree of humanity. 
5 R 
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And. what defence can an unprotected infant 
oppoſe againſt blows, filth, and famine? To 
what friend can the helpleſs ſufferer complain? 
The very name of his occupation, and his 


own unhappy appearance, convey to the young | 
an idea of terror, to the adult of ridicule. * 


In the benevolent Hanway's book written 
in favour of our poor injured, helpleſs clients, 
I find the following pathetic deſcription of the 
general courſe of that life to which theſe un- 
protected infants are deſtined. — ER. 


We may figure to ourſelves, the boy called 
« from the bag of ſoot on which he ſlept, 
« oftentimes walking a mile or two to his 
ce work. We ſe] dom behold his nocturnal 
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A ſtronger inſtance of this aukward circumſtance 
cannot be given, than, that the writer of theſe pages has 
been forced to avoid the word Cbimney-ſweeer in his 
epiſtolary Addreſs to the Public, leſt he ſhould raiſe the 

| Smile, where he would wiſh to cauſe the Tear, 


= 4 


2 
i toils, and combats with the literal powers 
of darkneſs; but in the day we frequently 


6 ſee him blaſted wirh chilling cold, wet to 


« the ſkin, without ſhoes, or with only the 
« fragments of them; without ſtockings ;! his 
« coat and breeches in tatters, and his ſhirt in 
« ſmutty rags ; ſometimes with ſores bleeding; 
« or with limbs twiſted or-<ontracted ; whilſt 
«©. his miſery is rendered more pungent by his 


e talk-maſter, who has no feeling of his ſor- 
% rows !— You who have the hearts of men, 
« and who have opportunities of ſeeing hu- 
« man miſery, will contemplate the condition 


« of theſe poor beings, and judge if this ors 
« ture bears a genuine likeneſs!” 


Io alter a ſingle word of a picture, of an 


addreſs, like the foregoing, would be an un- 


pardonable flight of preſumption. The ex- 
cellent author wrote from his heart, and ſin- 


cerely do I pity thoſe who can read his words 
unmoved.—If ought can be wanted to impreſs 
them on the minds of their readers, this awful 
conſideration may be added, that the very hour 

4 B 2 when 


2 
* TE 


— — 


* 
2 — . — — — 2 r A . r ol . Wo 
EN wo EL OE „ r ior of a um 1 n reer 5 3 k tes ae. 
rr — , 3 EP 23 A * 8 N * Jo 2 . 5 = CAE . R : — 
—— — + qt . . 8 - - - 8 WALL 8 - 7 As rnd 6 - 2 11 
— Ag 2 ere 5 — 2 — . 8 * uf —— Dr — 


4 
F* 
"=... 
7 
N r- 
bo T7 
"I 
1 10 
. 
"784 
i 
+ 
71 
1 
. 
* 
9 
14 
; * 
IA 
1. 
. 
| it 
1 4 
#1 
: 4 
: 
Wis 
12 
5 
BY 
. = 
5 
4FH 
Rs 
"8 
|» 
2a 
n= 
* 
1 
* 
£ N 
o 
B 
0 
1» 
"I 


{ x2 ) 


when he compoſed the work whence this pas 
ragraph is taken, he knew himſelf to be pof- 
ſeſſed by an incurable, a mortal diſeaſe, From 
ſuch a man, ſo ſituated, every ſentence ought 
to be attended to with / reverence, and the 
whole ſhould be reſpected as an a | 
_ _ 
The * crifis forms remarkably ae 
for the benefit of that cauſe in which I wiſh to 
intereſt the public, - At a time when reforma- 
tion is judged to be abſolutely connected with 
the ſafety of the State, and when ſo conſidera- 
ble a ſhare of attention is paid to the manners 
of the riſing generation, can jt be any way con- 
Aſtent with reaſon to leave many hundreds of 
our youth, not. only utterly uneducated, and 
uninformed as to religious duties, but abſo- 
lutely and literally expelled from every poſſi- 
bility of attending Divine Worſhip, or any of 
thoſe excellent ſchools which have already 
given an air of decency to the behaviour of 
our younger people, on a day which they uſed 
to treat with unbecoming levity? Yet ſuch is 
RI the 
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the caſe of theſe unfortunate beings, the Chin 
ney-ſweepers boys. Their good advocate, 
Jonas Hanway, mentions an anecdote of a 
4 little band of them, who although they had 


« the fortune to be ſupplied with Sunday's 
« cloathing, yet being proclaimed by their 
c faces to be Chimney- ſWeepers, were driven 
« contemptuouſly from a church (into which 
4 curiofity, or perhaps a better motive, had 


* carried them) by the beadle, with this taunt, 


% — © What have Chimney-ſweepers to do 
in a Church?” 


* 
* 


To this Jet me add, that out of the many of 
theſe poor infants, whom I have talked to 
concerning their way of life, I never yet 
met with one who had frequented any church, 
or who had any idea of religion. This can- 
not be right in a civilized nation, yet it 
muſt and will continue fo, until a ſuperior 


power ſhall compel the maſters to let their 


boys be thoroughly waſhed and cleanſed on 
a Saturday; then, indeed, they might be in 
a capacity to be admitted to Divine Wor- 

8 ſhip, 
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ſhip, and to partake of the benefits which 
we mo » receive from 3 3 


|» Perhaps it may be edge, that « there : 


4 muſt be hardſhips borne by ſome ranks of 
* life, that chimneys mut be: ſwept by little 
* boys, and that it is mere declamation to en- 
* large on diſtreſſes which, from the nature of 
1 Society, muſt ever exiſt.” That our chim- 
nies * mult be ſwept by children, is, I fear, too 
true. They are generally built, as a ſkilful 
mechanic has informed me, in ſuch a manner 
as to make that humane method uſed in Edin- 
burgh and other places (of cleanſing them by 
means of a broom, a rope, and two men) im- 
practicable. But are we not bound, not only 
by humanity, but juſtice, to exert ourſelves in 
making comfortable, if poſſible, the ſtate of 


| thoſe: who render us ſuch eſſential ſervices ? 


Without whoſe. aſſiſtance we could not. enjoy. 
the comforts of a ſocial hearth, without whoſe. 
dreary labours we ſhould. be in perpetual ha- 


zard of loſing our property, and even the ex- 
This point however is by no means entirely clear. 


iſtence 


13 
rftence of ourſelves and families? Let me Here 
repeat, that theſe wretched inſtruments of our 
ſecurity have not choſen for themſelves this moſt" 
perilous and unhealthy profeſſion. Infants as 
they were, they could have no fare knowledge of 
the miſeries they were to ſuſtain, no power to 
avoid them, could they have been fore-known. 
Tranſmitted from the hovel of a ſtarving pa-' 
rent, or from that manſion of wretchednefs the 
dwelling of an unfeeling pariſh nurſe, 10 the' 
filthy cellar of a grim maſter, they can only 
ſubmit and ſuffer. Here let me introduce the 
energetic words of the benevolent advocate for 
theſe moſt pitiable creatures, The poor ob- 


« jects which I now recommend to your par- 


_ « ticular care and protection, are generally in 


« a miſerable condition, without any guilt of 


« their own, unleſs it be ſuch as is taught 


* them by the diſſolute practices, or groſs 
« negligence of their maſters. The ſituation 


« of the great majority of the chimney ſweep 
« ers boys would be very hard, were there ng 


« eyil attending their calling, beyond that: 
« which unavoidably ariſes from the nature of 


"1, 


i 0] 


« it, for it is generally acknowledged to be 
more than human nature can well bear; 
% but when in addition to it, we conſider 
« what they ſuffer by the ferocious ignorance 
of one maſter, the griping penury of an- 
A other, the avarice of a third, and the obdu- 
« racy to which a general cuſtom gives a ſanc- 
tion, we may with great propriety ſay, that 
« humanity is injured; her great principles are 
« violated, and ſhe is conſtrained to cry aloud 
« for redreſs.” 


WMe have now traced the poor climbing-boy- 
from his earlieſt years: And at the tendereſt 
age, when infants regutre, and generally receive, 
the affectionate attendance of a parent, we 
have ſeen the unhappy, innocent being, torne 

from every domeſtic comfort, and placed under 
the command of a maſter, probably as harſh 
as the want of education and of religious and. 
ſocial principles can make him; here we have 
obſerved the poor, litile, defenceleſs wretch in- 
nured to hunger, cold, and ceaſeleſs filth; 
ſometimes driven up chimnies, by dints of me- 


naces, nay by actual ſcorching, (for, be it 
known 
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known to the humane, that ſuch inferhal 
practices do exiſt) when ſuch chimnies have 
been ſo very narrow as to tear the- ſkin and 
fleſh from the backs of the helpleſs ſufferer. 
We have ſeen him utterly deprived of every 
light which education can beſtow, and totally 
incapacitated as to acquiring any knowledge 
of the religion of his country. But he has not yet 
been expoſed to the public view as languiſhing 
under the moſt painful and pernicious diſeaſes, 
-nay worſe, as deprived by his exertlons for the 
ſervice of the community, of any capacity for 
ever taſting ſocial enjoyments, ſhould he even, 
contrary to every probability, ever find himſelf 
1n-a ſituation to-- partake of them. But be 
this horrid tale the ſubject of a . FO 
| graph. 


3 beginning to ſpeak of the viſible diſeaſes to 
which the Chimney-ſweeping Boys are liable, 
I cannot ſerve the cauſe I plead more effec- 


tually than by giving Mr. Hanway's own de- 
ſcription of one of theſe wretched objects with 
whom chance had made him acquamted : 


He « He 
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« He is now twelve years of age, a cripple on 
crutches, hardly three feet ſeven inches in 
ſtature. He began to climb chimnies bef:re 
he was five years of age, his bones not hav- 
ing acquired a fit degree of ſtrength. The 
ſame treatment of the colt would be deemed 
a tranſgreſſion againſt all the rules of ruſtic 
ceconomy towards the beaſt that periſhes. 
In conſequence of this treatmene his legs 
and feet reſemble an S more than an L. 
His hair felt like a hog's briſtles, and his 
head like a warm cinder. He was once 
blind for ſix months, but ſtill he did his work. 
Notwithſtanding his arduous conteſt with na- 
ture for life and ſcanty bread, what attention 
has been ſhewn him ? — Being out of his 
time of ſervitude, as a reward for his labours 
and ſufferings, he is become an object of the 
parachial charity. Not as a ſeaman maimed, 
* has he any claim to the cheſt at Chatham, or 
any other cheſt, but what pure humanity 
directs.” 


« He adds to this deſcription, © They (the 


« chmbing 


( 19 ) 
climbing boys) are generally bandy-leg'd, 


„beginning to climb before the bone has ac- 
* quired a ſolidity, the daily preſſure neceſſarily 
„gives the leg a twiſt, if it does not diſtort 
e the ancle,” | 


Thoſe complaints to which the wretched. 


race of young chimney-{weepers are liable, 
which have hitherto been mentioned, are viſi- 
ble to every one whoſe compaſſion or curioſity 
tempts him to caſt a look on theſe poor outcaſts, 
The blood-ſhot eye, the tottering ancle, 
the diſtorted knee, characterize the oppreſſed 
fraternity. But what are theſe infirmities, 
diſguſting and painful as they appear, com- 
pared to the diſeaſes which lurk within, un- 
ſeen ; diſeaſes which, after they have expoſed 
the: helpleſs ſufferers to the moſt torturing 
operations, leave them at length for eyer inca- 
pacitated to enjoy the domeſtic ſweets of life. 
Painful and indelicate as is the taſk, I am 
bound, as the advocate for theſe moſt diſtreſſed 
of human beings, to expoſe the horrid tale to 
the public eye. It muſt then be told, that 
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from the conſtant and ſtraining exertions which 


theſe ill-treated infants: are forced to employ. 


in climbing chimneys, at an age too. when 
their joints are by no means endued with. 
firmneſs enough to ſupport the | inceſſant: 
fatigue, a cancerous diſorder frequently attacks 
the molt tender and delicate parts. This being 
generally unheeded at firſt, and its malignant 
properties being nouriſhed by the in 
quality of the ſoot, aided by the perpetual ſtate 


of unwaſhed dirt and filthineſs in which theſe 


wretched children are kept, at length increaſes 
to a degree which requires the care of an ho- 
pital; nor then can the cure be often effected 
without ſuch operations (nay amputations) as 
render the unfortunate lads complete eunuchs 
as thoſe who are entruſted with the! inner guard 


of an Oriental Haram. 


Should I be ſuſpected of exaggerating this 
odious ſtory, let any medical attendant on the 
great hoſpitals of London be aſked, and he 
will confirm every thing I have aſſerted, 


In my laſt paragraph! I left my poor Chim- 


ney- 
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ney-ſweeper ſunk in the loweſt abyſs of hu- 


man miſery ; I left him deprived of even the- 


moſt diſtant hope of thoſe connections which 
render life valuable; I left him, after having 


ſtruggled through penury, tyranny, and famine, 


a prey to pain and diſeaſe, deſtined to ſolitary 
poverty, and too probably the object of un- 


feeling ridicule. May I not preſume that I 


have awakened in the hearts of the humane, 
a ſpark of compaſſion for thoſe oppreſſed chil- 
dren? May I not figure to myſelf the benevo- 
lent render of my letters, ſhedding a tear over 
the wretchedneſs of theſe uſeful, but cruelly 
injured beings, and earneſtly wiſhing to have 
ſome plan propoſed for their relief? I wiſh 
that I were equal to this arduous taſk, but un- 
happily it is eaſter to deſcribe diſtreſs than to 
point out its remedy. The moſt that I can do 
on this occaſion, I will do. I will lay before 
the public the plan which my benevolent friend, 
Hanway had formed, which, with one material. 
alteration only, ſeems calculated to relieve every 
diſtreſs under which the neglected beings whoſe. 
cauſe I have undertaken, at preſent labor. | 
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He endeavours firſt to find ſome method 


whereby chimneys may be cleaned without the 
neceſlity of ſending (ſometimes of forcing) un- 
fortunate infants up the dreary and dangerous 
aſſent. He proceeds thus: 


«i 


40 


« Tt is alſo reaſonable to ſuppoſe that this 
work might be done, as it is actually per- 


formed in Ruſſia, by bruſhwood tied to a cord 


with a weight affixed, which carries it down 
from the top of the chimney, from whence 
it is pulled up again, and in a ſhort time, by 


this ſimple method, the chimney is ſwept. 


Many of the twining paſſages for ſmoke in 
their ſtoves, are left to clean themſelves. At 
the ſame time, I apprehend it to be more 
than poſſible among us, for men to perform 
the whole work of chimney ſweeping, part- 
ly by ſhort ladders properly contrived to unite 
with each other; partly by bruſhes with long 
handles to unite in the ſame manner, ſo as 
to be rendered portable.“ 

This idea, however, my benevolent friend 


appears to think hardly ſo far practicable as to 
be reduced to common uſe. He therefore pro- 


ceeds 
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ceeds to propoſe ſchemes for alleviating thoſe 


diſtreſſes which it ſeems beyond his power ut- 
terly to aboliſh. His firſt propoſal is, that the 
poor boys ſhould be provided with ſuch a climb- 
ing dreſs of leather, as is uſed by their frater- 
nity throughout Germany. It has a cap, which 
ſecures their eyes, and, if neceſſary, their 
mouths. A cape'covers the ſhoulders, and the 
knees, elbows, and backs; are fortified with ad- 
ditional pieces. With this armour they are 
enabled to perform their work without hazard 
to their knees or elbows, and When their taſk 
is done; they appear, (their drefs being. thrown 
off) decent and cleanly, like their fellow crea- 
tures. Leather, if it has linen or woollen 
under it, is not too cold to be worn,” He then 

acquaints us that an attempt 10 introduce 


this cuſtom into Britain was made not long 


ago, but failed for a reaſon which dif; en our 
national P and human. x als 


« If Lam rightly informed,” ſays ba « jt is 
« not twenty years ſince we had a ſimilar dreſs 
« for theſe poor boys, made of ä and 


«6 it 


"_ 


T 12 K 3 


A 


| 


—_— 


— 
acts 


— 


— — — 
2 n 


3 — ů —— 
8 
— 8 


3—— 
— — 
———— — —— — mt 1 


— — — 
———— — 


n ny 
Ln. ” 

" — 2 — — * 
— — — — — — — 


"Wa. bo — 
3 


S 
"Reo? 


nn * . A 
a T8 v 4s 
% = 
P 


r 


— ? 
. 


Dr 


. 


B 
1 
* 
» 
IF 
0 - 4 
1 If 
1 1 
75 
if 
” of 
+ k 
: 7 
+4 fi 
7 
1 
3. 
1 
( 
7 
— 1 
is 
: 
LY 
4 
N. 
4 1 
- 7% 
+ 
*Þ- 74 
: {1 
= = 
Tis 
7% 
* + 
2 7 fi 
1 a 
1 
+ 
: by 
= 9 
: 3 
+ 2B 
4 
7 1 
: 2 
bY 
: Wh 
= 3 
1 or 
.- Wy 
1 
1 
* * 
＋ 
1 
Wo | 
* 
T1 
7 
28 
hed 
7 
1 
ll 
9 
E. 
4.1 
| 1 
8 1 
45 
* = 
$ 
; 2 
1 
3 
1 br 
0 
: * 
J 


* 8 
re 


— — * 


- — # 
5 7 — — ———— 8 —— f 
a r ————x ——————— IEEE DEED, 2 


1 — —— e | — 5 e 9 
T _ VOY > RT WR SP 2 4 r — . 
DEER n no oy Mae; 2 
e 


(A. 


A 
- 


it uſually coſt 7s. 6d. The waiſtcoat was 


. * laced on, and tucked under the breeches; and 


% though ſome ſoot penetrated, it ſerved as a 
. « preat protection. This was the practice in 


the eaſtern parts of theſe cities: and why 


« was it diſcontinued ?. becauſe it coſt 7s. 6d. 
and required to be renewed once or twice ina 
year. When a boy went up a chimney on 
„fire, it was apt to parch and break the lea- 

« ther; in conſequence of which, it ſeems as 

« if the maſters were more inclined to burn 


the ſkin of a living boy, than of a dead 
« ſheep.” 


In 1772, an attempt was made by a num- 
ber of reſpeCtable merchants of London, un- 


der the auſpices of the benevolent Hanway, to 


relieve the diſtreſſes of the unfortunate Climb- 


-ing-boys. By direction of this ſociety, pathe- 


tic letters were written to the Maſter Chimney- 
ſweepers, exhorting them * to treat their boys 
© well, and not to take more under their care 
than they were able to maintain;” recom- 
mending it to them alſo “ to haye regular iri- 

| « dentures 


. 

Cc dentures made out for fk as they retained 
« in their ſervice.” Theſe perſuaſions ſeem 
to have had ſome effect on many of 
the maſters, and the poor boys ; in general, ac- 
knowledged that they were better treated than 
they had been; but the neceſſity of a fiye nil- 
ling ſtamp to each indenture ſoon annihilated 
the plan, and both maſters and boys went on 
as formerly. 7 HO = 


= + G5  4d& && 


- - Convinced by experience of the inefficacy 
of any ſyſtem of relief to Which the Eegiſla- 
ture could not be adduced to give its ſupport, 
Mr. Hanway determined about two years: be- 
fore his deceaſe toraiſe a ſubſcription among 
his friends towards defraying the expence 
of an Act of Parliament, which might compel 
the maſters to take apptentices regularly, 
might reſtrain them from taking too many, 
and at the ſame time might hold out fuch 
advantages to the maſters, as ſhould incite 
them to acquieſce in the regulations as to the 
treatment of the boys, which were to be in- 
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ferted | in the Act. The b of ſix- pence 


to the uſual charge of a ſhilling for f. weeping 
2 chimney, would, as he apprehended, have 


accompliſhed this deſirable purpoſe. And thus 


he computed it: 


Out of 1800 perſons living on the produce 


of ſweeping chimnies in and about the metro- 


polis, there are of ee about five 
hundred. 


The additional 69. per chimney would a- 
mount to about $250 


i 


This ſum, allowing upwards of nine pounds 
each for the benefit of the climbing-boys, 
would certainly authorize Government, to de- 
mand of the maſters a more cloſe attention to 


the diſtreſſes and wants of the wretched chil 
dren truſted to their care, inſiſt on theſe poor 


creatures being properly clothed, waſhed and 
fed, and above all, to aſſign the juſt bounds of 
their ſervice by legal and rational Indentures. 


Mr 


( 


Mr. Hanway proceeds in his letters to 255 
the outlines of thoſe regulations, which he 
wiſhed to be eſtabliſhed for the protection of 
the helpleſs infants employed by the Maſter 
Chimney ſweepers, as Chimney-boys. He 
propoſed to form the Maſters into a Company, 
conſiſting of a Maſter, Warden and Court of 
Aſliſtants, who ſhould meet monthly to ſettle 
diſputes between Maſters and Apprentices ; 
and who, in caſes of difficulty, might apply 
for advice and exertion of powers to any two 
neighbouring juſtices. 


But might the writer of theſe letters, without 


being charged with preſumption, venture to 
differ from a man ſo experienced as his de- 
ceaſed friend, he would ſay that this “ dernier 
reſort“ — this appeal to two Juſtices, ſeems 
to point out a method of ſhortening and faci- 
litating the whole plan; for ſurely two Juſtices 
are as proper to decide between Chimney- 
ſweepers and their Apprentices, as between 
all ather Maſters and Apprentices. Why then 
form any Court or Company? why not rather 
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include Chimney-ſweepers, ſpecially, among 
the many artificers, and. others, -whoſe con- 
tracts are cognizable by one or more Jullices, 
under the ſeveral ats—13 G. 2. c. 28— 20 G. 
2. c. 19.—22 G. 2. c. 27. and 17 G. 3. c. 56. 


To the before- mentioned regulations, Mr. 
Hanway adds the following ones 


No chimney-ſweeper to act without a li- 
cence, which ſhall.coft one ſhilling only, and 
ſhall be granted, for Landon, at the Chamber- 
lain's Office; for Z/tmin/ter, ata principal Rota- 
tion Office, where each maſter ſhall, in a book 
kept as a record, ſpecify his abode, and the 
number of his journeymen and apprentices. 
And ſhould he falſify, he ſhall be for ever diſ- 
qualified from acting as a Maſter-chimney- 
Tweeper. And that no licence be granted to 
any but houſholders who pay pariſh taxes. 
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That no boy ſhall. ſerve, or be employed by 


any maſter chimney-ſweeper without an inden- 


ture made according to a form annexed; and 


all 


K 
all ſuch indentures ſhall be regiſtered at the 


places whence the licences are taken, other - 
wiſe to be deemed illegal, and to ſubject the 
maſter to a penalty. 


That no boy be engaged as apprentice under 
the age of eight years, (at leaſt.) 


That no maſter ſhall let out his boys, under 
fourteen years of age, to hire, 


That no maſter ſhall keep more than four 


boys as apprentices at one time, 


That ſhould any boy, at the expiration of 
his apprenticeſhip, not be able (from diſeaſe or 
otherwiſe) to go on in his buſineſs, the maſter 
ſhall give ſecurity that he ſhall allow. ſomewhat 
towards a proviſion for him. Five pounds is 
the ſum which Mr. Hanway propoſes. But 


perhaps the whole of this laſt regulation may 
bear a doubt. nin 


No apprentice ſhall be ſent to call the ftreets, 


under 
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under the age of 


30 


years, and then, not 
without a per; eons! to artena him. 


No journeyman chi mal be 
allowed to take an apprentice. 


Every DS ſhall. provide a fit theſe for his. 
climbing-boys, to guard them as much as poſ- 
ſible againſt the friction and hazards of chim- 
ney- climbing. He ſhall alſo provide for, and 
allow to each of them a full ſuit for daily uſe, 
and another for the Sabbath-day; and the 


climbing boys ſhall have full liberty to attend 


Public worſhip and Sunday ſchools. The 
maſter ſhall alſo be provided with proper con- 
veniences for the effectual waſhing of his boys, 
and ſhall oblige them to clean themſclves, on 


their daily return from work. 


No boy * ſhall be ſent up any chimney to 
ſweep or clean it, if the ſame be of leſs di- 


—— . 


* Mr. Hanway affirms that there are many inſtances of 
boys being forced up into chimnies, fo ftrait that it is mo- 
rally impoſſible that they (hou'd return unirjured or with- 
Out immi nent danger of their lives. 


menſions 


A 88 2) 
menſions than —— by —— inches; but 
the ſame ſha!l be cleaned by ſome other means, 
that no life be hazarded thereby ; nor ſhall any 


climbing-boy be ſent up any chimney when 
on fire f. | 


| Laſtly, that to enable the maſters to attend 
to the above proviſions for the ſafety, cleanli- 
neſs, and (in confequence) health of their 
climbing boys, alſo to encourage them to allow 
them better food and lodging, together with 
ſome ſuitable inſtruction, it ſhall be lawful for 
them to demand one  /pilling for cleaning every 
chimney, not being a kitchen chimney, and 
eighteen- pence for a kitchen chimney. 


Mr. Hanway then gives a copy of the pro- 
poſed indenture, which judiciouſly recapitulates 


„ — 


+ If the flames are violent, the boy ſent up, cannot 
Iive—if they are nat violent, they may be extinguiſhed by 
other methods than the cruel one above forbidden. 


T It has been ſuggeſted, that this additional allowance 
to the maſter- is too large. 


every 


(4427) 


every obligation on the maſter as ſtated above, 
with this, and with an affecting quotation 
from a periodical work, I haſten to conclude 
an addrefs, which, if it be not ſufficiently well 
executed to move, at leait ſhall not, by its pro- 
Jixity, fatigue thoſe who honor it with a pe- 
— : 
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* of an InNDENTURE propoſed. 
y Mr. HANWAY in bs Mott. 


Chis Indenture, made the 


| day of in the L 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord Georgs 
the Third, by the grace of God, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender 
of the Faith, and ſo forth, and in the year of 
our Lord One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
eighty- : Between A. B. of the age of 
years, ſon of B. B. of the pariſh of 

in the county of 1 
of che one part; and C. D. of ſtreet, ; 
in the pariſh of nin the county of 
aforeſaid, Chimney-ſweeper, of the 
other part, J/itnefſeth, That the ſaid A. B., 
with the conſent of the ſaid B. B., his father, 
doth, by theſe preſents, put and place himſelf 
apprentice to the faid C. D., to learn the art ani 
myſtery of a chimney ſweeper; and with him 
to dwell and ſerve from the day of the date bf 
DO E | theſe 


N 


EN ? 


thefe preſents, for and during the term of ſeven 
years from hence next enſuing, and fully to 
be complete and ended; during all which time 
the-faid apprentice his ſaid maſter faithfully 
ſhall ſerve and obey, his ſecrets keep, and his 
lawful commands 'every-where gladly do and 
perform: He ſhall not haunt ale-houſes or 
gaming-houſes, nor abſent himſelf from the 
ſervice of his ſaid maſter, day or night, with- 
out his leave; but in all things, as a faithful 
apprentice, ſhall behave himſelf towards his 
ſaid maſter, and all his, during his ſaid term. 
And the ſaid C. D. ., in conſideration of the 
good-will which he hath and beareth towards 
the ſaid A. B., and of the faithful ſervice ſo to 
be performed by him, doth hereby covenant, 
promiſe, and agree to and with the ſaid A. B., 
that he the ſaid C. D., his ſaid apprentice in 
the art and miſtery of a chimney-ſweeper, 
which he now uſeth, fhall and will teach and 
inſtruct, or cauſe to be taught and inſtructed 
in the beſt manner that he can; And ſhall 
and will provide and allow unto the ſaid ap- 
Prentice, during all the faid term, meet, com- 
| petent 


[ WW 5 


petent, and ſufficient meat, drink, waſhing 
lodging, apparel, and all other things neceſſary 
and fit for an apprentice (that is to ſay) for his 
food, three wholeſome meals every day, one 
of which to be of ſweet ſound meat, with 
ſmall beer, and in ſufficient quantity; and 
for his lodging a bed and bedftead, with 
good whole blankets, and ſuch other bedding 
as is neceſſary for reſt and the.preſervation of 
health. And whereas, from the nature of 
the buſineſs of a chimney-ſ{weeper, it is requi- 
ſite for the boys employed in climbing, to have 
a dreſs particularly ſuited to that purpoſe, 
which dreſs is fit only for that part of the oc- 
cupation, the ſaid C. D. doth hereby alſo cove- 
nant, promiſe, and agree, to allow and deliver 
to the ſaid apprentice, during the term aforeſaid, 
over and above the ſaid dreſs proper for climb- 
ing, two whole and complete ſuits of clothing, 
with ſuitable linen, ſtockings and ſhoes, one to 
be worn on the week days, at ſuch times of the 
day as the ſaid apprentice ſhall not be employed 
in his buſineſs ; and the other on the Sabbath- 
day. And further, That the ſaid C. D. 
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hall and will cauſe his ſaid apprentice to be 
thoroughly waſhed and cleanſed from ſoot and 


dirt upon his daily return from his work; and 


he ſhall attend at the public worſhip of God 
conſtantly, twice every Sabbath-day; and ſhall 
teach his ſaid apprentice, or cauſe or procure 
him to be taught, the Lord's Prayer, the Be- 
lief, the Ten Commandments, and ſuch fur- 


ther knowledge as may enable him to under- 
ſtand and practiſe the duties of a Chriſtian in 


in his ſtation. And moreover, that he the 
ſaid C. D. ſhall and will, at the end of the 
term of ſeven years, or other ſooner determi- 
nation of theſe preſents, provide, allow, and 
deliver unto the. faid apprentice, one new 
whole and compleat ſuit of cloathing, exclu- 


Nye of the common working-dreſs and day- 


ſuit, with ſtockings and linen ſuitable thereto. 
And if at the expiration of the ſaid term the 
ſaid apprentice ſhall not be minded to follow 
the trade or buſineſs of a chimney- ſweeper, or 
ſhall, from youth or bodily infirmity, be unfit 
to be. truſted to himſelf, and have no parents 
or friends able and willing to receive and pro- 
tect 


* 
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tect him, that in ſuch caſe, he the ſaid C. D. hall 
and. will uſe his utmoſt endeavours to procure 
for the ſaid A. B. a maſter in the ſea- ſervice, or 
ſome other uſeful employment. and ſhall and 
will maintain the ſaid A. B. at his OWN expence 
for ſuch time, not exceedi ng 

over and after the expiration of the term afore- 
ſaid, as he the ſaid 4. B. ſhall be unprovided 
with employment. Jn witneſs whereof the 
parties to theſe preſents have hereunto inter- 
changeably ſet their hands and ſeals, the day 


and year firſt above written. 


Sealed, &c. | 


I hereby certify, that the within-written 
'Indenture of apprenticeſhip was re- 

giſtered in my office, purſuant to the 
act of parliament in that behalf, made 
and provided this day of 
178 Folio. 


E. F. Chamberlain. 


The ſame in any other office where the entry 
of the indenture may be made. 
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Extract from a letter printed in the Gent! eman 8 
Magazine for September, 1786, and figned, 


« Rac HEL weeping for her children,” 


Am grieved that one of his [ Mr. Han- 

way's| moſt humane ſchemes has been 
neglected and forgotten, I mean that pa- 
ternal relief which he implored for the moſt 
miſerable and helpleſs, and at the ſame time 
the moſt innocent of the human ſpecies. — 
Whom can I point at but thoſe poor orphans 
who are deſtined to ſweep chimnies? They 
undergo harder labour, and at the fame time 
more dangerous and painful than ſlaves who 
work in mines. Let opulence and luxury, 


as they roll along our ſtreets, but caſt their 
eyes on thoſe little wretched beings crouch- 
ing under ſheds and ſtarving, with their eyes 
fore and ſmarting, and remember, that un- 


« der 


"4-9 7 
& der all that ſable hue they would, if waſhed, 
« cleaned, and fed, be as attractive as the babes 
*« of wealth and family. The horrors of their 
« ſituation are not to be painted. They are 
% torne from a mother's arms, and forced into 
« narrow funnels, where they are ſcorched 
« alive! Yes! and are beaten if they ſhrink 
« from that torture. Shall no hand but Mr. 


L.. Hanway's be extended to alleviate their ſuf- 


« ferings ? What mother can preſs her own 
« darling to her boſom, and not commilerate 
« ſimilar beings, deprived of every comfort, 


« expoſed to every hardſhip ? 
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